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A Q&A 


SAMUEL CLEMENS 
ne of the finest actresses of 
the 1960s and‘70sis, inmy 
opinion, Pat Quinn, who 
appeared in such mov- 
ies as Alice’s Restaurant (1969), 
Zachariah (1971), Shoot Out (1971), 
and An Unmarried Woman (1978). 
Born in Langhorne, Pennsylvania, 
Quinn spent her childhood in Pan- 
ama, where her father worked as a 
civil engineer at the Panama Canal. 
Since there was another actress by 
the name of Patricia Quinn (born 
in Ireland, she is best known to 
American audiences for 1975’s The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show), our Pat 
was credited for a while as Ariane 
Quinn (which is not her realname, 
contrary to some sources). 
1n1965, Quinn had a brief recur- 
ring role on the television series 
Dr. Kildare, and also earned high- 
profile guest roles on Burke’s Law, 
Gunsmoke, Judd for the Defense, 
Then Came Bronson, Medical Cen- 
ter, Mannix, Banacek, Movin’ On, 
The Waltons, and McCloud. . 

It was the 1969 film Alice’s Res- 
taurant, where she played Alice 
Brock, which brought her to the 
forefront. Director Arthur Penn’s 
follow-up to his groundbreak- 
ing Bonnie and Clyde (1967), Penn 
and Venable Herndon based their 
screenplay on Arlo Guthrie’s folk 
song “Alice’s Restaurant Massa- 
cree?’ Guthrie was cast as himself, 
with Quinn as Alice and James 
Broderick as Ray Brock. The story 
revolves around Guthrie’s journey 
across country, wherein he meets 
up with the Brocks at their de- 
consecrated church in Great Bar- 
rington, Massachusetts. “What is 
true is that increasingly as Alice’s 
Restaurant goes along, the person- 
ality of Alice comes to dominate 
the screen and our interest,” wrote 
Charles Champlin in the Los Ange- 
les Times. “This is a considerable 
tribute to Patricia Quinn, a zaftig 
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Pat Quinn as Juliana Farrell in Shoot Out (1971). 
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lady from Panama whois part Qui- 
mbaya Indian and who portrayed 
Alice in the picture” 

Tn addition to her career, Quinn 
had a decades-long relationship 
with Marlon Brando (with whom 
she appeared in 1966’s The Chase, 
also directed by Arthur Penn). She 


Pat Quinn and Mike Connors in the Mannix episode “Sunburst” (1970). 


was matried twice (her first hus- 
band was singer Tommy Leonetti, 
1959-64), andraised two sons, Ca- 
leb and Chance. Happily retired in 
Los Angeles, she dedicates her life 
to her family and friends. 
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James Broderick and Pat Quinn in Alice’s Restaurant (1969). 
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Pat Quinn and Mike Connors in the Mannix episode “Sunburst” (1970), 


lady from Panama whois part Qui- 
mbaya Indian and who portrayed 
Alice in the picture?” 

In addition to her career, Quinn 
had a decades-long relationship 
with Marlon Brando (with whom 
she appeared in 1966’s The Chase, 
also directed by Arthur Penn). She 


was matried twice (her first hus- 
band was singer Tommy Leonetti, 
1959-64), and raised two sons, Ca- 
leb and Chance. Happily retired in 
Los Angeles, she dedicates her life 
to her family and friends. 

Samuel Clemens: When did you 
first realize that you wanted to be 
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Quinn, here being 


roughed up by Timothy Carey, plays the title character 


in the 1966 episode of Gunsmoke entitled “Quaker Girl” who falls in love 
with Thad (Roger Ewing, not pictured). 


an actress? 

Pat Quinn: I was studying at the 
University of Pennsylvania when 
John Aniston (Jennifer Aniston’s 
father) offered me astarring role in 
astage production of Picnic. It was 
afterwards that I began getting of- 
fers because my performance was 


critically acclaimed. 

SC: Were your parents support- 
ive of your endeavors? 

Pat Quinn: No. My father was 
in Bolivia doing some directing. 
My mother wasn’t interested, but I 
wouldn’t say that she was opposed 
toit either. 
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Marlon Brando, Pat Quinn, and Bob 
Dylan 


SC: Where did you study acting? 

Pat Quinn: I studied with Stella 
Adler. I had been accepted by Lee 
Strasberg after auditioning at the 
Actors Studio, but Iwas told by alot 
of my colleagues that I wasn’tready 
for that. Stella was great, though, 
and she trained alot of great actors, 
including Marlon Brando. 

SC: How did you get your role on 
Dr. Kildare? 

Pat Quinn: I auditioned for Jane 
Murray for Dr. Kildare, and she “in- 
troduced” me, as she thought I de- 
served it, being new to Hollywood 
from the New York Actors Studio. 

SC: Alice’s Restaurant is a mas- 
terpiece of cinema. How were you 
chosen for the title role? What did 
you think of the script? 

Pat Quinn: It was a wonderful 
script. I knew that it had poten- 
tial as soon as I read it. I was flown 
from New York to Los Angeles to do 
ascreen test, andI got the role. The 
woman whom I portrayed later dis- 
owned the film for various reasons. 
I was nominated for an award by 
the New York Film Critics Circle, 
which was an honor. 

SC; One of your most popular 
movies is Shoot Out, where you co- 
starred with Gregory Peck. What 
was it like starring alongside such 
alegend? 

Pat Quinn: He was a true gen- 
tleman, and he was patient with 
me. I had to rehearse after suffer- 
ing a broken pelvis two weeks be- 
fore filming began. 

SC: Were there any roles you 
were offered but didn’t accept? 

Pat Quinn: I was offered astar- 
ring role in a stage play by Arthur 
Miller. I didn’t do it, though, be- 
cause I had already committed 
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Robert F. Lyons, Susan Tyrrell, Pat 
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pores in Los Angeles, and 
mmuting to New York I 
been difficult. i oh 
SC; You starred in three stage 
productions in New York, includ- 
ing Blues for Mister Charlie..What 
do you like about performing on- 


stage that you wouldn’t experience 
onscreen? 

Pat Quinn: | always found the- 
atre to be more creative than film. 
There were a lot of plays that I did 
outside of Broadway, as well. I did 
Death of a Salesman, which was 
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Pat Quinn as Belle Starr in Zachariah (1971). 


perhaps one of my greatest per- 
formances. 

SC: You did two made-for- 
television movies, Invitation to a 
March (1972) and Isn’t It Shocking? 
(1973). Can you tell us about those? 

Pat Quinn: I don’t have copies 
of them. [The first was a] special 
that aired on PBS as part of an ex- 


periment they were doing to offer 
original programming in a theatri- 
cal format. I liked doing those alot 
because the characters that I played 
were so complex and in depth. PBS 
wasn’t good at archiving their ma- 
terial, sol am not surprised that the 
footage is lost. [hope to see it again 
someday, though. 
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John Rubinstein and Pat Gdian in 
the western Zachariah (1971). 


SC: You had a close relati i 
with Marlon Brando. = 

Pat Quinn: We occasionally 
fought, but he was always respect- 
ful towards me and my family. He 
was the godfather to my children. 

SC; Your last onscreen appear- 
ance was in Confessions of a Hit- 
man (1994). Why did you retire 
from acting? 

Pat Quinn: [began scaling back 
oniny career after accepting an of- 
fer from Marlon to be his secretary, 
which was more lucrative and con- 
ae I did act for decades, even 
when my sons were growing up. It’s 
difficult in Hollywood to ecu 
career afloat, especially as you get 
older. Women my age aren’t desired 
or wanted in Hollywood. It’s a sad 
fact, but a fact nonetheless. 

SC : What advice would you give 
to aspiring actresses? 

Pat Quinn: I would tell actresses 
to study and put as much effort into 
your craft as you. can. The competi- 
re = meee 

i at are you doing today? 
Are there any causes or Pebbles 
that you are passionate about? 

Pat Quinn: | am an environ- 
mentalist and advocate for animal 
rights. I support criminal justice 
reform, as well. lam active on Face- 
book. I love visiting my two sons 
one of whomis in the industry. He '5 
a ste some behind-the- 

enes work in i 
ee a film starring Brad 
j SC: Would you return to acti 
if given the opportunity? soe 

Pat Quinn: No. Iam happy and 
content with my life. 1 am preoc- 
cupied with alot of other things, so 
I don’t even think about returning 
to theatre. 
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ROBERT ALLAN ACKERMAN, 77 


JANUARY 10, 2022 
Television director Robert Allan Acker- 
man died of kidney failure at a hospital 
in Los Angeles, California, on January 10, 
2022. Ackerman was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, on June 30, 1944. He graduated 
from Adelphi University and worked as a 
school teacher in Harlem for seven years. 
He began his career as an actor with an 
off-off-Broadway repertory company be- 
fore turning to directing. He helmed the 
1978 stage production of “A Prayer for 
My Daughter” for producer Joseph Papp 
off-Broadway and earned an Obie Award. 
He also directed productions of “Fathers 
and Sons” (1978) and “Taken in Marriage” 
(1979) for Papp. .Ackerman made his 
Broadway debut directing “Bent” (1979). 
He also directed Broadway productions of 
“Slab Boys” (1983), “Legs Diamond” (1988), 
and “Salome” (1992) starring Al Pacino. 
He directed “Extremities” in off-Broadway 
and London West End productions. He also 
directed “Torch Song Trilogy,” “Strange-rs 
ona Train,” “A Madhouse in Goa,” “When 
She Danced,” “Burn This,” “Me and Mamie 
O’Roarke,” “Our Town,” and “Mystery of 
the Rose Bouquet” on the West End. He 
also directed numerous theatrical produc- 
tions in Japan. Ackerman directed televi- 
sion productions of “Mrs. Cage” (1992) for 
“american Playhouse,” “David's Mother” 
(1994) starring Kirstie Alley, “Radiant 
City” (1996), “Suddenly” (1996), “Night 
Sins” (1997), “Outrage” (1998), “Noth- 
ing Sacred” (1998), “Double Platinum” 
(1999), “Passion’s Way” (1999), “Forget Me 
Never” (1999), “Baby” (2000), “Life with 
Judy Garland: Me and My Shadows” (2001) 
earning Emmy Award nominations as.di- 
rector and producer, “The Roman Spring 
of Mrs. Stone” (2003) earning an Emmy 
nomination for directing, “The Reagans” 
(2003) receiving an Emmy nomination as 
executive producer, and “cilthy Gorgeous” 
(2006). He was also executive producer of 
the 2003 telefilm “My House in Umbria,” 
receiving another Emmy nomination. He 
directed two films, “Safe Passage” (1994) 
starring Susan Sarandon and “The Ramen 
Girl” (2008) with Brittany Murphy. 


AESOP T. AQUARIAN, 77 


MAY 27, 2022 

Actor Aesop Aquarian died in California 
on May 27, 2022. He was born Mark Rosen 
(or Ross) in Los Angeles, California, on 
February 27, 1945. He attended board- 
ing school in Idyllwild, California, where 
Frank Sinatra, Jr., was a roommate. They 
formed a band called the Outhouse Four 
with Aesop on string bass. He trained 
for the stage at the Banff Centre for Arts 


and Creativity in Canada and appeared 
in a school production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” He served in the U.S. Ma- 
rines for several years in the early 1960s. 
He opened his home in Venice, California, 
to a group of hippies in 1969. One of his 
new acquaintances was found dead in one 
of the spare bedrooms in what was ruled a 
suicide. His housemates were part of what 
became known as the infamous Manson 
Family and he later moved to Spahn Ranch 
with them. He often chauffeured members 
of the group when Manson and several 
of his female followers were tried for the 
Tate-LaBianca killings. He left the Spahn 
Ranch after it was suggested that he as- 
sassinate the prosecutor, Vincent Bugliosi. 
He later wrote an article for “Argosy” 
magazine about his time with the Family 
under the name Y.L. Freeman. He subse- 
quently resided in India and Afghanistan 
and continued to pursue music in Laos 
and Thailand under the name Mark Elliott. 
He returned to Los Angeles by the early 
1970s and became a street performer 
with a mime in the duo the Singer and 
the Silent Partner. He became a part of 
Father Yod’s Source Family commune and 
took the name Aesop T(he). Aquarian. He 
performed his song “The Shortest Cowboy 
Song” on television's “The Gong Show” 
in 1975 and worked at various odd jobs. 
He was seen in small roles in numerous 
films from the mid-1970s, frequently un- 
der the names Stephen Morrell or Aesop 
T. Aquarian, including “A Star Is Born” 
(1976), “Big Wednesday” (1978), “The Lord 
of the Rings” (1978), “Van Nuys Blvd.” 
(1978), “Walk Proud” (1979), “Galaxina” 
(1980), “Shoot the Moon” (1982), “Body 
Slam” (1986), “Target” (2004), “Stand 
Up” (2007), “Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End” (2007), “Fix” (2008), “You 
Don’t Mess with the Zohan” (2008), “Man 
Without a Head” (2011), “Dick Little” 
(2012), “Iron Man 3” (2013) as a Village 
Elder, and “The Ballad of Buster Scruggs” 
(2018). He appeared on television in epi- 
sodes of “Phyllis,” “Starsky and Hutch,” 
“Barnaby Jones,” “The Rockford Files,” 
“Bret Maverick,” “Power Rangers Light- 
speed Rescue,” “Judging Amy,” “Center of 
the Universe,” “The Unit,” “Jon Benjamin 
Has a Van,” “Married,” “Rough Love,” 
and “I’m Dying Up Here.” His other televi- 
sion credits include the telefilms “Loose 
Change” (1978), “Hollywood Division” 
(2004), “Three Strikes” (2006), “Ring of 
Death” (2008), and “Unsolved: The Mur- 
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ders of Tupac and Notorious B.1.G.” (2017). 


He was frequently homeless in his later 
years before settling in an apartment In 
Hollywood. 


LINDA ALBERTANO, 80 


SEPTEMBER 13, 2022 
Actress and performance artist Linda 


